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against Lord Rosebery for winning the Derby horse-race CHAP. in two successive years. Keeping himself particularly ^J^_ well informed as to all the world's affairs, and to those who had a voice in them, he was the best and most brilliant of conversers, unless he chose to be silent. None of us could be sure, as I have just said, of the right English for esprit. Everybody felt that Rosebery had more of that enchanting gift than any Englishman of his day. Wit, humour, good humour, are rare and useful aids to public business, and in his case they deserve Clarendon's words of Charles II., "that his was a pleasant, affable, recommending sort of wit." He knew how to manage with easy and unaffected melody the rich voice that nature had given him, and his gesture and accent have always been equally attractive to audiences of every type. Let me add that the glories of the famous Midlothian campaign, in which he had so active a share, now shone upon him with a reflected glow that naturally lighted up new hopes for his party. He was at the stage that comes in an important career, when influence upon public opinion finds itself transformed and is fixed into responsible power. The boldest may well be the most intent on survey and re-survey of the ground.
m
From this long but not irrelevant parenthesis, let me pass on to acts and the day. I made my way to the sweet hills and lakes where I had so often in my life found so much refreshment. Practically I don't suppose we can count on a majority much over 30, including the Irish. What is the good of that for a tremendous stretch like H. R. ? Spence Watson dis-e in spite of t imputed Anglo-Catholicism, proved to bear no grud.e read me a paragraph from a newspaper to the effect that                                        xboldly throwing o\ H. R. Thought our tactics after 1893 lamentable. We oug to have defied our sections to do their worst. Asked i whether it was true that I had gone for Rosebery in preferenhave some prejudices, but if you don't wound them, they are as reasonable as any other nation." Thought Irelandme." He smiled all over his face, playing with his fork.
